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Agricultural raw materials 

World production of cotton» after three seasons of continued expansion, 
rose further by about 1 per cent in 1961/62, the slowing down in the rate of 
increase being due to the adverse growing conditions which affected yields in 
a number of producing countries. A more important rise in world production, 
of about 4 per cent, is estimated for 1962/631 mainly on account of 
substantially larger crops in non-industrial countries. Production in the 
United States, which in 1961/62 stood at about the same level as in the two 
previous seasons, is expected to rise only slightly in 1962/6J5, the reduction 
in acreage being more than offset by higher yields. 

After a rise of 7 per cent between 1958 and 1959» world consumption of 
cotton showed only little progress in i960 and I96I, and declined in 1962 
(see Table 1). By contrast, world consumption of man-made fibres increased 
steadily between 1958 and I96I and even accelerated its rate of growth in 
1962. As a result, the share of cotton in world consumption of textile fibres2 

declined from 70 per cent in 1958 to 65 per cent in 1962, while that of man-
made fibres increased from one fifth to one quarter during the same period. 
Consumption of cotton in industrial areas, which during the season 1961/62 
was at about the same level as in the two previous seasons, is estimated to 
decline somewhat during 1962/63, as a result of reductions in the United States 
as well as in Western Europe and in Japan. Consumption of cotton of non-
industrial countries, however, is expected to remain in 1962/63 at about the 
same level as in 1961/62, when it was 7 per cent higher than the average of the 
two previous seasons. 

Duringthe 1961/62 season stocks in exporting countries increased by 
about 7 per cent, mainly due to larger stocks in the United States, where 
on 1 August 1962 they amounted to 1.7 million tons (more than two thirds 
of the stocks accumulated in exporting countries other than those of the 
eastern trading area). By contrast, stocks in importing countries dropped 
during 1961/62 and as a result world stocks declined slightly, for the 
sixth successive season. This downward trend in world stocks is, however, 
expected to be reversed in 1962/63 under the combined effect of a larger 
world crop and the probable reduction in consumption. 

estimates of cotton production, consumption and trade for the 1962/63 
season were taken from publications of the International Cotton Advisory 
Committee. 

Cotton, wool, rayon and synthetic fibres. 
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World exports of cotton declined in 1961/62 for the second consecutive 
season, mainly on account of the decline of about one quarter in exports from 
the United States (see Table 2). Exports from non-industrial countries as 
a group rose by 7 per cent in 1961/62 as compared with the previous season, 
larger exports from Brazil, Peru, Sudan, Syria and Turkey more than offsetting 
smaller shipments from Mexico and the United Arab Republic. In 1962/63 exports 
from the United States continue to decline, while those from non-industrial 
countries show a further rise and it can be estimated that the share of the 
latter in total world exports of cotton will reach two thirds in 1962/63, as 
against 45 per cent in 1959/60. 

Prices of cotton on the world market were relatively stable during the 
early months of the 1961/62 season, but started a downward movement later due 
to the prospects of a record crop and of declining consumption in 1962/63. 
For the whole of 1962 they were in general slightly below their level of the 
previous year, a more pronounced decline being recorded for prices of extra 
long staples. 

Curing the calendar year 1962 imports of cotton into most of the major 
importing countries were lower than in the previous year. Imports Into the 
EEC and EFTA, after a substantial increase in i960, declined for the second 
consecutive year in 1962, when the level of imports into the EEC was 5 per cent 
higher, but into EFTA 10 per cent lower than in 1958-59. Japan's imports 
which were increasing steadily, by more than 50 per cent, between 1958 and 
196l, showed a substantial decline in 1962 to a level close to that of 1959« 
Imports into India and Hong Kong were also below their high level of the 
previous year. 

World wool production has shown only minor fluctuations in recent years. 
Following a season during which practically no change took place, the world 
wool clip increased by 1 per cent in 1961/62, to reach a record level of 
1.48 million tons (clean basis), and is estimated to decline by less than 
1 per cent in 1962/63. As consumption, although expanding only slowly, has 
exceeded production since 1959/60, stocks in producing countries at the 
beginning of the season were reduced from about 80,000 tons in i960 to less 
than 50,000 tons in 1962. 

In 1961/62 world exports were 3 per cent larger than in the previous season, 
due to larger shipments from Australia, New Zealand and South Africa, while 
exports from Argentina and Uruguay were below their high level of the previous 
year (see,,Table 2). The level of prices for the whole of 1962 showed only a 
small change as compared with the previous year. Prices of merino wool tended to 
improve relatively to those of crossbred types, a development which contrasts 
with the general tendency since 1953/54. 

rts from the United States under government programmes declined at 
nearly the same rate as total exports, of which they represented about one third. 
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Table 1 - Tableau 1 

WORLD CONSUMPTION OF COTTON. WOOL. SYNTHETIC AND ARTIFICIAL FIBRES 
CONSOMMATION MONDIALE DE COTON. DE LAINE. DE FIBRES SYNTHETIQUES ET ARTIFICIELLES 

(thousand tons - milliers de tonnes) 

Rayon - Rayonne 

Synthetic fibres • - Fibres synthétiques . . 

Total .... 

1958 

9483 

1276 

2281 

478 

13518 

1959 

10150 

1446 

2524 

663 

14783 

1960 

10455 

1471 

2607 

818 

15351 

1961 

10522 

1493 

2692 

906 

15613 

1962 

10386 

1475 

2862 

1177 

15900 

Sources: International Cotton Advisory Committee. Cotton. Monthly Review of World Situation, 

É 
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Table 2 - Tableau 2 

VOLUME OF EXPORTS AND PRICES OF COTTON AND WOOL 

VOLUME DES EXPORTATIONS ET PRIX OU COTON ET DE LA LAINE 

EXPORTS - EXPORTATlOtiS 

(thousand tons - milliers de tonnes) 

Cotton3 - Coton3 Oint - fibre) 

lataU World.--Total mondial . . 

United States - Etats-Unis . . 

Eastern Trading Area - Pays de.l'Est ... 

Other countries - Autres pays . . . . . . . 

fool - Laine (clean basis - laine désuintée) 

Total World •» Total mondial , , 

Australia, New Zealand, South Africa 

Austral ïejttouveîl-e~Zél-andey Afrique -du- Sud ••-

Argentina and Uruguay - Argentine et Uruguay 

Other countries - Autres pays 

PRICES0 -PRIX 0 (Indices 1958 = 100) 

Cotton - Coton . 

lool - Laine 

--

U..MM -
,,,,,:^: 

. 2952. . 

. .630 . 

446. -. 

. 1876 

918 

: 583 

153 

182 

100 

100 

- 1 9 5 9 " 

3808 

.1609 . 

. 451 . 

1748 

942 

630 

104 

208 

95 

111 

1960 

3702 

. 1493 . 

. 402 

1807 

941 

608 

150 

183 

103 

104 

1961 

3328 

1101. 

294 

1933 

965 

650 

126 

189 

107 

109 

1962 

3330* 

770* 

. 290* 

2240* 

j» 

•• 

.. 

•-

105* 

111* 

Data refer to seasons starting: for cotton, 1st August; for wool, 1st October In Argentina and Uruguay and 
1st July In other countries - Les chiffres se réfèrent aux saisons commençant: pour le coton, le 1er août; pour la 
laine, le 1er octobre en Argentine et en Uruguay et le 1er juillet dans les autres pays. 

Based on actual net weight - Calculé à partir du poids net. 

The prices indices are based on the following price quotations: 
Les Indices de prix ont été calculés à partir des cours suivants: 

Cotton - Coton : American, Texas, Middling 15/16", c.l.f. Liverpool - Des Etats-Unis, Texas Middling 15/16*, 

c.a.f. Liverpool. 
Wool - Laine: Clean basis, average price based on quotations from United Kingdom and Dominion auctions, 

adjusted to London costs; 64's - Laine lavée à fond, prix moyen basé sur les ventes aux 
enchères au Royaume-Uni et dans les Dominions et ajusté au prix de revient à Londres, 

laines de 64 . 

Sources: International Cotton Advisory Committee. Cotton - World Statistics and FAQ. Commodity Review - Comité 
consultatif international du Coton. Coton - statistiques mondiales et Rapport de la FAQ sur les produits. 
FAO, Monthly Bulletin of Agricultural Economics and Statistics - FAO, Bulletin mensuelr économie et 
statistique agricoles. 
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During the calendar year 1962 imports of wool into the main importing 
countries showed divergent tendencies. Imports into the EEC, continuing their 
upward trend of earlier years, were 5 per cent higher than in 196l, mainly 
on account of an increase of one fifth in Italy's imports. Imports into the 
United States were also higher, by about 8 per cent, than in 1961. Retained 
imports into the United Kingdom were only slightly below their level of the two 
previous years, while imports into Japan, which were steadily increasing until 
196l, were in 1962 15 per cent below their high level of the preceding year. 

Production of raw .lute and allied fibres, due especially to the great 
dependence of yields on weather and flooding conditions, tends to show large 
fluctuations from one year to another. World production reached a record level 
of J5.65 million tons in 1961/62, an increase of more than one third over each 
of the two previous seasons. In 1962/63 it is estimated to decline by about one 
fifth. World exports recovered in 1961/62 from their very low level of the 
preceding season and slightly exceeded 1 million tons (see Table 3). Raw jute 
exports from Pakistan recovered in 1961/62 to a level of 7^0*000 tons i.e. 
substantially more than in the previous season, when supplies were affected by 
drought, but still by about 15 per cent less than the average of 195^/55-1958/59. 
Exports of kenaf and jute from Thailand reached a record level of 250,000 tons 
in 1961/62, as against 110,000 tons in the previous season. 

The variations in the volume of jute exports were accompanied, as In previous 
years, by wide fluctuations in prices. In 1960/61, due to the scarcity of supplies, 
jute prices were about 50 per cent higher than in 1959/60, but subsequent declines 
in both 1961/62 and 1962/63 brought them again down to a level not very different 
from that of 1959/60. These price fluctuations, which affect the stability of 
export earnings in the main producing countries and also the competitive position 
of jute, were the subject of a study made by the PAO. This study contains, in 
particular, an assessment of the magnitude of fluctuations of jute prices in 
world markets since 19^7/48, an analysis of their causes, and an examination 
of the methods which have been employed to lessen their impact on producers 
and. manufacturers of jute. 

World production of hard fibres, after having increased substantially in 
1959 and moderately in i960, when it exceeded for the first time 900,000 tons, 
declined slightly in 1961 and recovered in 1962 to a level not very different 
from that of i960. Among the main hard fibres, abaca showed the largest increase 
in production in 1962, when its level was however still below that of 1958-60, 
whereas production of sisal, which had recorded a substantial rise between 1958 
and 196I, increased only slightly in I962. Production of henequen which is 
concentrated in Mexico, where an important share of production is processed 
within the country and substantial quantities of cordage are exported, declined 
slightly in 1962 as compared with the previous year but remained moderately 
higher than in 1958. 

See a paper prepared for the ad hoc meeting on jute held under the auspices 
of PAO and the United Nations Economic Commission for Asia and the Par East in 
Bangkok from 12-18 December 1962 and the article nJute: fluctuations in world 
markets, 1947/48 to 1960/61", T?AO Monthly Bulletin of Agricultural Economics 
and Statistics, No. 1, 1963. 
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VOLUME OF EXPORTS AND PRICES OF JUTE AND HARD FIBRES 
VOLUME DES EXPORTATIONS ET PRIX OU JUTE ET DES FIBRES DURES 

MRLD EXPORTS - EXPORTATIONS MONDIALES 

(thousand tons - •1111ers de tonnes) 

Jute3 

Sisal, henequen and other hard fibres 
Sisal, henequen et autres fibres dures 

PRICES5 -R£IXb (Indices 1958 - 100) 

1958 

860 

102 

541 

100 

100 

100 

1959 

970 

109 

633 

97 

132 

124 

1960 

690 

107 

588 

139 

131 

1A1 

1961 

1030 

90 

598 

167 

98 

123 

1962 

95 

597 

115* 

96 

138 

.Data refer to July/June seasons - Les chiffres se réfèrent aux saisons juillet/juin. 
The prices indices are based on the following price quotations: 
Les indices de prix ont été calculés à partir des cours suivants: 

Juti •» United Kingdom - Royaume-Uni raw, baled, Pakistan, c. and f. Dundee, nil! lightning - Brut, en balles, 

du Pakistan, c. et f. Dundee, "lightning" 
Abaca * ' European ports, c.i.f., Philippines Manila J2 (non-Davao) - Ports européens, c.a.f., des Philippines, 

Manille J2 (non-ûavao) 
Sisal » London, c.i.f., British East Africa No.l - Londres, c.a.f., d'Afrique orientale britannique, No 1* 

Sources: FAO Commodity Review - Rapport de la FAQ sur les produits 

FAO, Monthly Bulletin of Agricultural Econoalcs and.Statistics - FAO, Bulletin mensuel, éconoate et 

statistique agricoles. 
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The development of world exports of hard fibres between 1958 and 1962 
can be seen in Table J. World exports of sisal and henequen showed in 1962 
only a small change as compared with the two previous years when they were 
below the high level of 1959 but larger than in 1958. By contrast exports 
of abaca, which had declined between 1958 and 196l recovered in 1962, but 
remained slightly below their level of 1958. Prices of hard fibres were in 
1959 and i960 substantially above their level of 1958. Whereas prices of 
sisal, after a moderate decline in 196l, recorded a strong recovery in 1962, 
prices of abaca showed a more pronounced decline than those of sisal in 196l 
and continued to weaken in 1962. 

In 1958-61, 85 per cent of the hard fibres entering world trade were 
absorbed by industrial countries. In these countries, as pointed out in 
studies made by the FAO1, the growth in overall demand for hard fibres in the 
past decade was due mainly to the great expansion in the consumption of 
agricultural twine used for baling straw and hay, which more than outweighed 
the decline in demand for binder twine. On the other hand, there has been 
hardly any increase in the demand for hard fibres for use in marine cordage 
due to the growing competition from synthetic fibres. This competition 
affected adversely the market for abaca especially, and helps partly to explain 
the unfavourable development of prices of this fibre in 196l and 1962. 

World production of natural rubber was in 1962 about 1 per cent higher 
than in the previous year and 8 per cent above its level of 1958. On the 
other hand, production of synthetic rubber, which had risen by more than 
two thirds between 1958 and 196l, increased further by 12 per cent in 1962, 
when for the first time it exceeded the production of natural rubber. 
Deliveries of rubber from government stockpiles amounted to 66,000 tons in 
1962, as compared with 29,000 tons in the previous year and 160,000 tons 
in i960. Commercial stocks of natural rubber at the end of 1962 were, 
at 750,000 tons, only about 1 per cent higher than their level at the end 
of both I960 andJ.96L,„ . , 

World exports of natural rubber, which had increased by about 8 per cent 
between 1958 and 196l, declined by J> per cent between I96I and 1962 to a level 
close to 2,000,000 tons (see Table 4). This decline reflected the smaller 
shipments from the two main exporters, Malaya and Indonesia, while exports 
from Thailand, Ceylon and Nigeria were in 1962 higher than in the previous 
year. Prices of natural rubber, which in 196l were about 20 per cent lower 
than the average of the two previous years, declined further in the first 
nine months of 1962; for the whole of the year they were about 5 per cent 
below their level of 1961. World exports of synthetic rubber, continuing 
the upward trend recorded during the last decade, rose by 12 per cent in 
1962, when for the first time they exceeded 600,000 tons. 

See the papers prepared for the FAO ad hoc meeting on hard fibres 
held in Rome from 4-8 March 1963 and the article "The World Hard Fiber 
Economy: Problems and Outlook" in the FAO Monthly Bulletin of Agricultural 
Economics and Statistics, May 1963* 

2 
Excluding government-owned stocks and stocks in countries of the e--.st--.--ra 

trading area. 

http://e--.st--.--ra
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VOLUME OF EXPORTS AND PRICES OF RUBBER 

VOLUME DES EXPORTATIONS ET PRIX OU CAOUTCHOUC 

WORLD EXPORTS - EXPORTATIONS MONDIALES 

(thousand tons - milliers de tonnes) 

Natural rubber - Caoutchouc naturel 

Synthetic rubber - Caoutchouc synthétique 

PRICES3- PRIX3 (Indices 1958 = 100) 

Natural rubber - Caoutchouc naturel 

Synthetic rubber - Caoutchouc synthétique 

1958 

1905 

304 

100 

100 

1959 

2047 

419 

126 

100 

1960 

1873 

S49 

• • 

135 

100 

1961 

2062 

544 

104 

100 

1962 

1995* 

605 

97 

99 

The prices indices are based on the following quotations: 

Les indices de prix ont été calculés à partir des cours suivants: 

Natural rubber - Caoutchouc naturel - In bales, f.o.b. Singapore, No.l RSS - En balles, f.o.b., Singapour, 

No 1 RSS. 

Synthetic rubber - Caoutchouc - US, S-typs, cold, f.o.b. plant - Etats-Unis, Type S, froid, f.o.b., usine, 

synthétique 

Sources: FAO, Commodity Review - Rapport de la FAQ sur les produits. 

FAO, Monthly Bulletin of Agricultural Economies and Statistics - Bulletin mensuelT économie et statistique 

agricole. 
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Imports of natural rubber Into the EEC and EFTA, which had shown 
hardly any increase between 1958-60 and 196I, remained at about the same 
level in 1962. North American imports, after a decline of nearly one 
fifth between 1958-60 and 1961, rose by 8 per cent between 1961 and 1962, 
while imports into Japan and India continued their steady upward movement 
and reached in 1962 record levels in both countries. Imports into the 
countries of the eastern trading area, which had shown a very large 
increase in 1961, although declining slightly, remained at a high level in 
1962, when they represented about one quarter of world imports. 


